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e/t was glowing like
a spiral pinwhee! stanaing on
end. It appeared Six
times larger than the full moon.®

Far & ftew hours this
past summer, the
“Greal Eas! Coast
UFO" was the most
widely witnessed UFO
mn history, Hundrads of
ihousands of people
walched the appari-
tion from areas as dis-
tant as Georgla, Mich-
igan, and Quebec

But Within hiours, the
UFD was "kliled " slain
by & precise and pro
salcenplanation Now
the sighting has be-
come merely the mast
widaly witnessad IFQ,
of idantifiec flying .ob-
{eat, in:history, And
thal's no mean feat:

Ilall starled at about
ten pu, Eastarn Day-
light TimaonTuesday,
August 12, 1988, whan
mithions of peopla
were oulgide looking
for Persesd metaors. Many of ihese skygazershad their tele-
sCOpes ant cameras al the ready when a brilliant. cloudlike
UFO appeared in the eastarn sky.

Descriptions of the cblec! and ifs motion varied, but 2
general piciure soon emerged. In Houston, Don Stockbausr
dascribed an "orangish nebulosity surmounded by an irreg-
ularly shaped white cloud,” Brenda Newton of Rochester
New York, said, "It had a ail, By the ime we got ouf of the
truck, it had bagun toapiral. It lasted for a few minutes, ten
dimmizd and floated west " And Chuck Barnes, head natu-
ralist at the Troy Farm and Nature Cenier near Uetrail, said,
It was glowing like & spiral pinwheel standing on end. it
appeared 1o be live-or six imes larger than a full meon!

A numbar ol abservers quickly figured it aut: Tom Bolton
of 1he! Davie Dunlap Observalory, narth of Teronts, attrib-
tted the sighting to a satelite. “The satelliie:Was actually
seen In the telescope here," he said, “and We giso had a
raport from an amateur astronomer who saw the satellite

FO UPDOATE

anc saw Thie reiesse of
matensl romil”
itdidn't take longio
identify lhe mysten-
pus satellite: It lirmed
aut thai a group of r2
dic hams hagd re-
ceivad signa's from
the obeci—io them il
was nof, unigentifisd
They had been pa-
tiently awaiting the
launching of 2 Japa-
nese amateur-radio
satellite zboard a
space pocster And
thal's just what the
UFQ turned cul lo be:
acloud of propellant
gumped from ‘The
Japanaseg: rockels
second stage. which
was orbiting a bil
ahead of the satslile.
Uritil last Augusl the
Cioud-LUFO phenom-
encn was unheard-of
in North Amaerica. But il has been common eisewhers
Wherever it ooeurs, the explanation is the sames American
rockets cccasionally spray eene spualing clouds over Aus-
tralia, and. Soviel rockels reguliatly paint tha twilight skies of
South America with terrifying "OVNIs® (Spanish for UFOs)
The greal, short-ived UIFO of August 12 was an illuminat-
ing experiance’in more Ways than one: Even the UFD groups
gal Inlp the asl, And the gescnplions [hey gathered were
drastically different from those plt forth by astronomy bufiz
instead of an object moving across the sky, they gescribed
one that shot straight up until it explodad or moved info a
clotid. Their data put a bizarre spin on already unusual per
ceplions, exaggerating the strangeness-ol the phenomenan
and reducing the pladsitliity of other UFQ eyewitness ac-
counts gathered by these same:groups
Ifthe recent binuhahia proved one thing. It's thatif we look
hardenaudh wellustally tind ajogical explanation foneven
the most spectacular UFQ —J/AMES OBERG
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